Many-to-one and one-to-many associative learning in a naturalistic task.
Associative learning of a coding scheme for alternative and augmentative communication devices requires the formation of multiple associations to 1 stimulus or 1 response. Alternative study presentations differ on several important factors, including recognition versus recall responses and many-to-one versus one-to-many associative learning. Also, the directionality of the association emphasized at study does not necessarily parallel the use of the association, raising questions concerning retention. Two experiments tested expectations regarding the efficacy of 2 study presentations. The study presentations produced dissociative effects for acquisition versus retention of the coding scheme for normal and intellectually disabled participants. Consideration of the results and the manner in which the coding scheme is used recommends many-to-one training in which vocabulary items are given as stimuli and icons are learned as responses.